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INTRODUCTION


In our text, we see several vital truths. The first truth is that God desires that we have fellowship with Him as a matter of choice, not by force. The second truth is that Satan seeks to keep God’s creation (man and woman) from having that fellowship because he cannot have it (“Misery loves company!”). The third truth is that man has a strong inclination to rebel against anything that denies his “freedom.” The fourth truth is that man does not want to accept responsibility for his sinful choices. The fifth truth is that the cost of sinful choices is very high—the shed blood of the innocent for the guilty. The sixth truth is that man cannot restore the relationship with God, once it is broken, and that only God can do that. Thus, it is at this point that we see the first prophecy of the coming of Messiah.

I.
THE FALL

1.
The lie is given.

2.
The lie is received.

Satan lies to Eve, and she believes the lie. Man is always ready to believe anyone who tells lies that counter the truths of God’s Word. The lies, once received and believed, cause a break in the fellowship with God. Thus, man becomes an easy victim for Satan and his followers.

II.
THE FAULT

1. Man will blame anyone except himself (first Adam, then Eve).

2. There is enough blame for everyone (denying responsibility does not free you).
There is no one who is free of guilt and shame. “We all, like sheep, have gone astray” (Isaiah 53:6). ‘There is no one righteous, not even one” (Romans 3:10). There is enough blame for all of us. Why should anyone try to escape blame? Yet, we are all guilty of doing so when we are caught doing wrong. The shame of it all!

III.
THE FIX

1. There is the prophecy of One who is coming that will fix the problem (v. 15—(“he will crush your head”).

2. There is a price for fixing the problem (v. 15—“you will strike his heel”).

The prophecy speaks for the first time of the coming of Messiah who will deliver mankind from sinful rebellion against God. Messiah must pay a horrible price, which is only hinted at here in verse 15. It is amplified in Isaiah 53, and it is seen clearly in Jesus’ death on the cross for our sins. Satan strikes the heel, but it is not a complete success as “the offspring of woman” will rise from the dead—a complete and irreversible defeat of Satan as God crushes Satan underneath the feet of Messiah.

CONCLUSION


Messiah is prophesied here in Genesis, in the Garden of Eden. God knew that it would be a costly creative act when He made man. Yet, He made man and sent His Son to make atonement, a blood sacrifice of the innocent for the guilty, so that rebellious, fallen man might be restored to fellowship with God once more. 

“Oh, how He loves you and me.

Oh, how He loves you and me.

He gave His life; what more could He give?

Oh, how He loves you!

Oh, how He loves me!

Oh, how He loves you and me.”
